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Kavala CR – Athens and 7 Day 
Religious Cruise

10 Days / 9 Nights
Athens, Thessaloniki, Kavala, Istanbul (Turkey), Dikili (Turkey), Kusadasi (Turkey), 

Patmos and Syros

18 April and 31 October (Cruise departure dates)
Program Schedule: Wednesday 16th April 2014 and 29th October 2014   

1st day Wednesday: Athens
Arrive in Athens. Our representative will greet and transfer you to your hotel.   
Overnight: Athens
 

2nd day Thursday: Athens
Athens sightseeing - This morning’s tour, will introduce you to the highlights of Athens, 
starting with a panoramic drive through the city centre. Along the way, you will see 
Hadrian’s Arch & the temple of Zeus, continue to Syntagma square where you will see the 
Evzone (Presidential guard) in front of the Greek Parliament and the tomb of the unknown 
soldier, continuing onto the Presidential Residence and then the Panathenian Stadium, 
host to the first modern Olympic Games, in 1896, which was originally built, in 329BC.  
Your visit to the Acropolis and the Parthenon, the grand architectural masterpiece, built 
447BC during the Golden Age of Pericles and dedicated to the Goddess Athina, will leave 
you speechless. Finally, you will visit the new Acropolis Museum, a building of dramatic 
modern architecture, housing unique antiquities from the Acropolis. The rest of the 
afternoon is free to enjoy the wonders of Athens (explore Thission, Plaka and Monastiraki), 
filled with ancient surprises, all located within walking distance of the Acropolis.
Overnight: Athens | Meals: Breakfast
                              

3rd day Friday: Cruise
Check-out and afternoon transfer to Lavrion port for embarkation. 
Departure at late afternoon and sail overnight to Kavala. 
Overnight: Cruise | Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

4th day Saturday: Thessaloniki
Thessaloniki, has a long and lustrous history, dating back to the Ancient Greeks. The city 
was founded around 315 BC by King Cassander of Macedon, on or near the site of the 
ancient town of Therma and twenty-six other local villages. King Cassander of Macedon 
named the new city after his wife Thessalonike, a half-sister of Alexander the Great. She 
gained her name (“victory of Thessalians”, from Greek: nikē “victory”) from her father, Philip 
II, to commemorate her birth on the day of his gaining a victory over the Phocians, who 
were defeated with the help of Thessalian horsemen, the best in Greece at that time. 
The city that throughout the era of the Byzantine Empire, was the “co-reigning” city, 
second in population and prestige only to Constantinople. Unique monuments and the 
glorious Byzantine past with some of the oldest and most characteristic churches of the 
Christian world as well as the Museum of Byzantine Culture, which was awarded, the 
Council of Europe’s Museum Prize for the year 2005. St. Paul preached in Thessaloniki 



during the winters of 49-50 AD and wrote two epistles to the ancient Thessalonians. 
Thessaloniki, is a lot more than the second largest Greek city, a significant cultural 
center, rich in history, sites and traditions are just a few of this city’s treasures.
Overnight: Cruise | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

5th day Sunday: Kavala
Kavala is located in eastern Macedonia, northern Greece.  The city of Kavala is situated 
on the Bay of Kavala, across from the island of Thasos. It was founded by settlers from 
Thassos at about the end of the 7th century BC, who called it Neapolis (“new city” in 
Greek). It was one of the colonies that the Thassians founded in the coastline, in order 
to take advantage of the rich gold and silver mines of the territory, especially the ones 
that were located to the nearby Pangaion mountain (which were eventually exploited by 
Phillip the Second of Macedonia). The Apostle Paul landed at Kavala on his first voyage 
to Europe (Acts, xvi. 11). in the 6th century Byzantine emperor Justinian I fortified the 
city in an effort to protect it from barbaric raids. In later Byzantine times the city was 
called Christoupolis (“city of Christ”) and belonged to the theme of Macedonia. The first 
mention of the new name is recorded in a taktikon of the early 9th century. The city is 
also mentioned in the “Life of St. Gregory the Decapolite”. In the 8th and 9th century 
Bulgarian attacks forced the Byzantines to reorganize the defense of the area, giving great 
care to Christoupolis with fortification and a notable garrison. 
Overnight: Cruise | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

6th day Monday: Istanbul
Arrival in Istanbul in the morning. The unique city that unites 2 continents, Istanbul draw 
the line between the East and West, reveals an splendid architecture that is emphasized 
with the natural beauty of the Bosporus straits. We suggest an optional tour that visits 
the Blue mosque and the St. Sophia museum, the ancient cathedral that represents the 
architecture of the ancient Byzantine Empire. At night, set sail for Dikili.
Overnight: Cruise | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

7th day Tuesday: Dikili
Dikili is a coastal town and a part of İzmir Province in the Aegean Region of Turkey. 
Dikili town center is situated opposite the Greek island of Lesbos. A small islet within 
Dikili district (called Garip Adası locally, with ancient sources also citing the name 
Argounissai) made international headlines in April 2007. Atarneus was an ancient Greek 
city in the region of Aeolis, Asia Minor. It lies on the mainland opposite the island 
of Lesbos, northeast of the town of Dikili in modern-day Turkey. Atarneus flowered 
in the 4th century BC, when it was the seat of government of Hermias of Atarneus, 
ruling over the area from Atarneus to Assos. The city was deserted by inhabitants in 
the 1st century AD, possibly following an outbreak of an unknown epidemic. The city is 
known by many for its association with the life of Aristotle. After the death of his father, 
Aristotle was cared for and educated by Proxenus of Atarneus, possibly an uncle of his. 
At the Academy Aristotle made friends with Hermias, who was later to become the 
ruler of Atarneus. Indeed, after the death of Plato, Aristotle went to stay with Hermias, 
subsequently marrying Hermias’s niece Pythia. Near the close of the 1st century AD, 
when Smyrna appeared as one of the seven churches of Asia addressed in the Book of 
Revelation, Smyrna had a Christian congregation undergoing persecution from the city’s 



Jews (Revelation 2:9). In contrast to several of the other churches,  Apostle John had 
nothing negative to say about this church. He did, however, predict that the persecution 
will continue and urged them, “Be faithful to the point of death, and I will give you the 
crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). The persecution of Christians continued into the 2nd 
century, as documented by the martyrdom of Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, in 155 AD.
Overnight: Cruise | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

8th day Wednesday: Kusadasi
Kusadasi is renowned for its beaches and the nearby impressive historical sites of 
Ephesus and the House of the Virgin Mary. 
In antiquity it was overshadowed by Ephesus, until Ephesus’ harbor silted up. From the 
7th century BC onwards the coast was ruled by Lydians from their capital at Sardis, then 
from 546 BC the Persians, and from 334 BC along with all of Anatolia the coast was 
conquered by Alexander the Great. From then onwards the coastal cities in Anatolia were 
a centre of Hellenistic culture. The Roman Empire took possession of the coast in the 
2nd century BC and made it their provincial capital and in the early years of Christianity. 
St John the Evangelist and (according to Roman Catholic sacred tradition) Mary (mother 
of Jesus) both came to live in the area, which in the Christian era became known as 
“Ania”. As Byzantine, Venetian and Genoese shippers began to trade along the coast the 
port was re-founded (as Scala Nuova or Scala Nova - “new port”), a garrison was placed 
on the island, and the town centre moved from the hillside to the coast. From 1086 the 
area came under Turkish control and the Aegean ports became the final destination of 
caravan routes to the Orient. However this arrangement was overthrown by the Crusades 
and the coast again came under Byzantine control until 1280 when first the Mentese and 
then the Aydinid Anatolian beyliks took control. Kusadası was brought into the Ottoman 
Empire by Mehmet I in 1413. The Ottomans built the city walls and the caravanserai that 
still stand today.
Overnight: Cruise | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

9th day Thursday: Patmos and Syros
Patmos is a small island in the Aegean Sea but with a great religious and also touristic 
importance. It has evolved over the centuries but has never lost its air of tranquility 
making people to return to the island often. Patmos religious importance comes from 
the Christian religion, and is the place that St. John was given and recorded a vision 
from Jesus known as the Apocalypse. You can visit the “cave of the Apocalypse” that he 
received the Revelation and the Monastery of St. John the Theologian which are now part 
of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Apart from the religious importance, it’s traditional 
well maintained island characteristic, offers fantastic beaches and restaurants that gives 
the tranquility to this breathtaking island.
Syros, is a Greek island in the Cyclades, in the Aegean Sea. Syra, or Syros, appears in 
ancient times to have been inhabited by the Phoenicians. In the Odyssey, Syros was the 
country of the swineherd Eumaeus who described it at length (Odyssey, XV, 403 sq.). 
The island was also the home of the philosopher Pherecydes, the teacher of Pythagoras.
In the Byzantine years Syros constituted part of the Aegean Dominion, along with the 
rest of the Cycladic islands. After the fall of the Byzantium Empire in the Fourth Crusade 
by the Venetians and Franks in 1204, Syra came and would remain under Venetian rule 
until 1522.With the foundation of the Greek state, the Catholic population of the island 
was Hellenized. There were no problems of integration between the old residents of 



Syros, mostly Roman Catholics and the newly arrived refugees, mostly Greek Orthodox. 
Because of the Venetian domination from the Middle Ages and onwards, the islanders 
had been exclusively Roman Catholic. However, due to immigration from other islands, 
Catholics now constitute some 47% of the population. The majority of the population 
are Greek Orthodox. They live peacefully side by side. Intermarriage between Churches 
is very common in Syros.
Overnight: Cruise | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

10th day Friday: Return 
Arrival at Lavrion port in the morning, and transfer to the airport for your onward flight.
Meals: Breakfast

Package Includes:
• 2 nights accommodation in Athens at your preferred Hotel
• 7 nights on the cruise ship Louis Cristal to Greece i and Turkey 
• All mentioned transfers 
• Orientation meeting with local tour manager day of arrival
• City tour in Athens, Acropolis and the Museum (closed on Mondays), 
  with official English guide in modern air-conditioned motor coach 
• 22 meals: 9 breakfasts, 6 lunches, 7 dinners
• Hotel taxes

Exclusions:
- Baggage assistance 
- Port taxes
- Drinks on board the cruise
- Tips 
- Optional excursions
- Everything that is not specifically stated on the itinerary and inclusions

Important notes:
- the Cruise itinerary is subject to changes by the Cruise company


